
 

South Pacific      
Australia & New Zealand    
November 2 – 21, 2012 
 
$6799.00 per person based on double occupancy 

 

 
Mt Cook 

 
Join us “down-under” to New Zealand and Australia.  This itinerary was arranged by 
Marvin McDaniel and first taken in 1993.  This will be the 10th time and every trip has 
met with wonderful reviews by all passengers.  Great Southern Travel takes this trip every 
two years and in 2012, Cam Thieme will be your host.  Plan to go as we return to one of 
the most beautiful parts of the world.  You’ll enjoy not only the spectacular scenery but 
the people, sights and wonderful activities unique to the South Pacific such as snorkeling 
at the Great Barrier Reef. 



 
 

 
 
 
March 24, 2011 

 
Good Morning! 

 
A little over eighteen years ago after selling the South Pacific for many years, I decided to formulate and host a group 
tour to Australia and New Zealand.  Over many years in this industry, I had taken notes from visiting with many 
customers over the years as to what they liked and also points of interest they didn’t particularly enjoy.  Much 
research was accomplished as to the routing, places of lodging, sightseeing and length of stay at each location. 

 
Donna and I’ve mentioned many times that Australia and New Zealand would be high on our list of countries to live if 
we had to choose one other than the United States.  We hosted our first trip in 1993 and based on the research, the 
itinerary was perfect and our current itinerary has changed very little from the beginning. 

 
The success of this program is planning.  Many features are included and all are done with exceptional ease and 
convenience to our customers.  We have received many compliments on this program over the years but I am most 
proud of the following two. 
 

“My wife and I have traveled all over the world and this trip was by far the best we’ve ever taken” 
 
”If I had to choose any feature that I didn’t enjoy, I wouldn’t have an answer because everything worked like 
clockwork and the activities and sights included were nothing short of outstanding” 

 
I can only encourage you to make the decision and travel with our 2012 group.  But I can assure you that once you 
return, your memories will be a highlight of your travel experiences in all of your lifetime.  We have carefully chosen 
the activities, itinerary, accommodations and more to make this trip truly once in a lifetime. Our guides and drivers 
are outstanding and we have included several exceptional “extras” including unique lodgings and wonderful 
restaurants for your added enjoyment. 

 
We encourage you to shop and compare the price of similar programs.     

 
Sincerely, 
Great Southern Travel 
  
 
 
 
Marvin N. McDaniel, CTC 
Business Development Manager 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Features 

·  Roundtrip coach airfare from Springfield, Mo 
Airfare from other cities available on request 

·  Ten nights – New Zealand 
·  Seven nights – Australia 
·  Accommodations and tax for 17 nights at outstanding  hotels with exceptional care taken in location, 

quality, ambiance and facilities 
·  Included tours  

City tour of Auckland 
Waitomo Caves 
Agrodome 
City tour of Rotorua 
Maori Dinner and Dance Show 
City tour of Christchurch   
Tour to Arrowtown, Bunge Jump Bridge and Shotover R iver 
Coach tour to Milford Sound 
Penguin Sanctuary in Dunedin  
Train excursion to the Gold Fields – Dunedin   
Tour to Kuranda (Aborigine Village) 
A day at the Great Barrier Reef – Snorkel, semi-sub marine, underwaterviewing platform 
Tour to Lone Pine Koala and Kangaroo Park 
Tour to Lamington National Park 
Harbor cruise in Sydney 

·  Escorted from Springfield 
·  Breakfast and dinner at The Hermitage Lodge / Mt Co ok 
·  Limited number of optional tours 

Helicopter ride in Mt Cook area (weather permitting ) 
Milford Sound Flight Tour 
Jet boating or Bunge Jump at the Shotover River in Queenstown 
Bridge Climb – Sydney  

·  Optional program to extend the trip and visit Ayers  Rock and the Outback 
·  Trip Insurance  

 
                                                           Queenstown 



 
 
 
ITINERARY 
 
Nov 2  Please arrive at your departure airport no later than 90 minutes prior to departure.  You’ll need your 
passport available for check-in.  Cam Thieme will meet you at the American Eagle Ticket Counter in Springfield or 
the Air New Zealand counter in the departure area at Los Angeles International Airport if you are flying from an 
alternate city.  Check your luggage to Auckland, New Zealand.    
 
Nov 4  Arrive Auckland this morning.  After processing Immigration/Customs, we’ll take a short tour of 
Auckland before we check-in at the Rydges Hotel in downtown Auckland.  I would suggest resting this afternoon for a 
few hours but force yourself to get up and stay awake until 9 or 10pm this evening.     
 
Nov 5  Our drive this morning will be south from Auckland to the Waitomo Caves where you’ll see glow 
worms.  A stop in Hamilton will allow a time to stretch your legs.  Prior to taking a tour of the caves, we’ll stop for 
lunch near Waitomo.   
 
The drive this afternoon to Rotorua is quite scenic.   Arrival in Rotorua will be around 4:00pm.   
 
Nov 6  Our tour to the Agrodome is a wonderful way of learning more about the sheep industry in New 
Zealand.   The countries of the South Pacific have many different varieties of sheep and they are a very important 
part of the areas economy.  Upon returning to Rotorua, we’ll take a tour of the city.  The afternoon is at your leisure.  
This evening, we’ll treat you to a Maori Hangi, the traditional dinner meal and celebration of these indigenous 
peoples.      
 

 
The Bath House - Rotorua  

 

 
The Penguin’s of Dunedin  

 
 



 
Nov 7   Meet in the lobby of the hotel at 8:00am for departure to the airport and our short flight to the South 
Island and Dunedin.  Upon arrival, transfer to our hotel in the center of the city.  This afternoon, visit a Penguin 
natural habitat where we’ll be up and close to the Yellow Eyed bird in the wild.  Not included tonight is dinner but we 
will take you to a local restaurant where the owner will prepare a wonderful meal of New Zealand dishes.      
 
Nov 8   Today, a train ride to the Tieri Gorge.  Yes, this train was the means of transportation miners and 
farmers in the back country for years.  The train was used as a supply route to and from the coast.  The ride is about 
2 hours and travels through the spectacular Tieri Gorge.  Following the train, we’ll board our motorcoach for a drive 
to Lake Te Anau.  GREAT DAY! 
 
Nov 9  Today, drive to Milford Sound and take a boat excursion for a tour on Milford Sound.  The area was 
discovered by Captain Cook and it has become a popular inlet for cruise ships to visit.  The depth of the water is 
such that the cruise ships cannot even anchor.  We’ll continue to Queenstown for our accommodations at Rydges 
Hotel for the next three nights.    
 
Nov 10 & 11     Our three nights in Queenstown are just right.  We’ll take you on a tour to Arrowtown, a community 
with great historical significance to the gold fields nearby.  You’ll see where bunge jumping started and yes, you 
might even give it a try at the A J Hackett center for Bunge.  Another adventure is to ride the jet boats of the Shotover 
River. 
 

 
“Queenstown from above”  

 
 

 
 

“Milford Sound Cruise”  
 
 



Nov 12  Off to the mountains.   We’ll drive to Mt Cook today.  On arrival, you’ll have time for an optional 
flightseeing tour to the Tasman Glacier or other sightseeing options.       
 
Nov 13  As we drive from Mt Cook to Christchurch today, take your last look at the fabulous countryside that 
New Zealand offers.  Upon arrival in Christchurch, our accommodations are city center and you’ll have the 
opportunity to catch up on some last minute shopping before we fly to Australia tomorrow. 
 
Nov 14  Our flight across the Tasman Sea will take us to Brisbane.  On arrival, transfer to our 
accommodations in Surfer’s Paradise located about 50 miles south of Brisbane.   
 
Nov 15  Off to a real rain forest this morning as we drive to Lamington National Park.  See some of the most 
colorful wild birds and parrots are found in the park and you’ll be able to feed them.  There is a swinging bridge that 
spans the tree tops in this most unique rain forest.  Who knows, you may see a live python in the wild.  (Believe me, 
it can happen as it did once for me on a previous visit to this wonderful national park.) 
 

 
The Koala’s of Australia  

 
Nov 16   Today is unique and one that will be a wonderful memory.  We’ll visit the Lone Tree Koala 
Park where you’ll hear more about these marsupials that are native to Australia.  Get a picture with a Koala or take 
one yourself of a new mother and her baby.  The park also has many varieties of Kangaroos and other animals 
native to Australia.   We’ll fly to Cairns this afternoon. 
 

 
Snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef  

 
 
 
 
 



Nov 17   The area surrounding Cairns has so much to offer and we are going to show it to you.   Our 
accommodations are city center where you can enjoy outdoor dining opportunities with wonderful fresh seafood.    
How about swimming at the Great Barrier Reef?  You bet you can and today we’ll take a launch out to the reef about 
35 miles to a covered platform built right on this natural wonder.  You can snorkel, swim or simply view the undersea 
life from a viewing area on the platform or ride a semi-submersible as it takes you around the reef.  We’ll be back at 
the hotel by late afternoon. 
 
Nov 18  Today, we’ll ride a tramway across the treetops to Kuranda, an aborigine village in a rain forest.  
We’ll return to the hotel in time for dinner.  The tram stops twice on its seven mile trip through the rain forest.  You 
can walk a nature trail at these stops and marvel close hand what a rain forest is all about. 
 
Nov 19  Our flight today is south to Sydney.  On arrival, we’ll transfer to our hotel located in The Rocks which 
is also where you’ll find the Old Sydney Bridge as well as the cities most famous landmark, the Opera House.   One 
of the simple planning strategies of this trip is to schedule around specific activities. Today, as on most weekend 
days, a wonderful street side crafts festival takes place next to our hotel.  (Great place to shop) 
 
Nov 20    Today, we’ll take a 3 hr cruise throughout this cities most famous harbor.  Learn why Sydney has 
become one of the most popular cities on the planet.  You’ll feel the same way after our short visit to this most 
wonderful city. 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Nov 21    It’s been great visiting New Zealand and Australia.  Today, we begin our journey home with our flight to 
Los Angeles and connections to Springfield.   
 
Once you return, you’ll immediately think about places and things you discovered on this special trip.  Our objective 
is to make this experience for you a well planned itinerary full of activities, places and things that you’ll long 
remember.  Based on the comments of past customers on this trip, we trust you’ll find the tour very unique and a 
wonderful adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

General Information and Tour Conditions 
 

Prices:   Cost of the trip is $6799.00 per person based on double occupancy.  The single rate is $8299.  Triple 
accommodations are very limited and available at $6499 per person.  The cost of this trip was based on New 
Zealand and Australian Dollars at a conversion of one NZD = .72 US and one AUD = .91 US.  Great Southern Travel 
will make a currency adjustment (+ / -) based on the variation of the US Dollar at the time of final payment, August 1, 
2012. 
  
Reservations:   Complete the Reservation Form. A deposit of $500 per person is required to hold your 
reservation and the balance is due on or before August 1, 2012.  Deposits can be made with your credit card but 
final payment must be by check. 
 
Cancellations:   All cancellations must be made in writing and received by Great Southern Travel, 3424 S 
National, Springfield, Mo 65807 during normal business hours to be considered officially canceled.  Refunds for any 
payments made toward this cruise tour will be based on the following guidelines: 
 
Cancellation received by:  Refund will be:   
       (Per person) 

Prior to August 1, 2012    Full refund less $100 

August 2 - departure  No Refund   
 
Premium Coach Upgrade: Air New Zealand offers Premium Coach seating on the Los Angeles – 
Auckland roundtrip segments.  Cost is $1500.00 per person.  See Marvin McDaniel for additional information. 
 
Cancellation Waiver Protection:   We have included in this program Travel Insurance by Access America.  
Below are the following benefits of the program.  Reasons for cancellation that are covered by the program are 
practically all medical related on behalf of yourself or an immediate family member.  A certificate of insurance will 
accompany your Reservation confirmation detailing this coverage. 
 
 Benefits       Coverage Limit  
 Trip Cancellation & Interruption   Up to the cost of the trip 
 Emergency Medical and Dental   $20,000 
 Emergency Medical Transportation   $25,000 
 Baggage Coverage         $750 
 Baggage Delay          $200 
 Travel Delay          $750 
 Travel Accident     $25,000 
 24 hr Assistance Hot Line    Included 
     
Responsibility:   Great Southern Travel, 3424 S National, Springfield, Mo 65807 acts on behalf of each client in 
arranging travel services.  Although we take great care in choosing our suppliers, we do not control them and therefore 
cannot be responsible for their acts or omissions.  Your tour and travel services are subject to conditions imposed by 
suppliers who may limit their liability by tariffs, contract and or agreements.  Therefore, unless we are negligent in booking 
your travel services, we are not responsible to you for any claims, losses, damage, loss or delay of baggage or other 
property, delay, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, frustration, whether physical or mental, mechanical breakdowns, 
government actions, strikes, weather, acts of God or other factors beyond our control.  Each participant of this cruise tour 
as described herein from Great Southern Travel agrees to these conditions when purchasing such services.  Refund 
Policy: Validating carrier has complete responsibility for refund of unused coupons.  We are not responsible for airline, 
supplier and or vendor bankruptcies and refund of unused coupons involving such carriers. 



Reservation  Form 
 

South Pacific Tour – Australia & New 
Zealand 

 

November 2 – 21, 2012  
 
NAME (s)  __________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________________ 
 

CITY/STATE  __________________________________________________ 
 

ZIP   ________ 
 

TELEPHONE  ______________________________ 
 

E-mail   ______________________________ 
 
 
I have read and understand the General Information and Tour Conditions of this trip to 
Australia & New Zealand as described herein.   Enclosed is my check or credit card 
number for $____________________ as deposit/payment on this tour.    
 
If paying by credit card (Visa, Mastercard or Discover), please provide the number, 
expiration date and name on the card.  Final payment by credit card will have a 3% 
supplement. 
 
#________________________exp date  
_____Signature_________________________  

             Price   # of pax  
Tour Price  (1st two persons in same room)     $6799.00    X  ______ = __________   
 Air New Zealand Premium Coach upgrade     $1500.00    X ______ = __________ 
  
        Total  ________ 
 
      Deposit at time of reservations  (_________) 
 
     Balance due 8/1/12              ________ 
 
Mail all deposit and payments to:  GREAT SOUTHERN TRAVEL 
     Attn: Marvin McDaniel or Cam Thieme 

3424 S National 
Springfield, Mo 65807 
417-888 4488 / 800-749 7116 / fax 417 888 4482 
web site:  www.greatsoutherntravel.com  
e-mail:   mmcdaniel@greatsoutherntravel.com  
              cthieme@greatsoutherntravel. com  


